AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY FEBRUARY 11, 1999

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1999-2000 FIRST EXTRAORDINARY SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 27

Introduced by Assembly Member Leach

January 19, 1999

An act te—amend—Sectons—44252—and—442525—+ef the
Education—Ceode, relating to teaching credentials, and
declaring the urgency thereof, to take effect immediately.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 27, as amended, Leach. State basic skills proficiency
test.

(1) Existing law requires the Superintendent of Public
Instruction to adopt and the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing to administer the state basic skills proficiency
test to determine whether applicants for teaching credentials
are qualified to receive the credentials. Existing law requires
the State Board of Education to adopt statewide academically
rigorous content and performance standards in  core
curriculum areas.

This bill would require the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing-—en—er—befereJanuary—1,—2000—to—aligh—the state
bastie—skills—proficienrey—test—with—the—state—eontent— and
perfermance—standardsto review the state basic skills
proficiency test to evaluate the tests content validity,
reliability, and passing scores. The bill would require the
commission to submit a written report pertaining to this



AB 27 —2—

review, including any findings and recommendations, to the
Legislature, the Governor, and the State Board of Education

(2) The bill would declare that it is to take effect
immediately as an urgency statute.

\Vote: 2/3.  Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION—1—Section—44252 of the Education—Cede is
armerdedteread:
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5.

SECTION 1. (a) It is the intent of the Legislature in
enacting the act adding this section to evaluate the
reliability and validity of the content of the California
Basic Education Skills Test (CBEST) in order to ensure
that teachers employed by California public schools are
measured by a proper assessment of basic competency in
areas of reading, writing, and mathematics, and that the
passing score is set at an appropriate level.

(b) The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall
review the state basic skills proficiency test to evaluate
the tests content validity, reliability, and passing scores.
The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall submit
a written report pertaining to the review of the test,
including any findings and recommendations, to the
Legislature, the Governor, and the State Board of
Education on or before January 1, 2001.

SEC. 3. This act is an urgency statute necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or
safety within the meaning of Article IV of the
Constitution and shall go into immediate effect. The facts
constituting the necessity are:

In order that the state basic skills test be evaluated in
terms of the test's content validity, reliability, and passage
scores at the earliest possible time, it is necessary that this
act take effect immediately.
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